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WATER
Community Details 
“The students were forced to go to the river, which is very far from the school, to fetch water. The river is [located] almost one and a half 
kilometers away. Students wasted a lot of time going to fetch water, and that was interrupting teaching and lessons at the school. There was 
also much absenteeism due to sickness and disease that came as a result of the students drinking dirty and contaminated water from the river. 
The school incurred a lot of expenses trying to treat the students. Sometimes, we had to send them to hospitals or health centers for 
treatment,” shared the school principal when asked by the Living Water team to describe the school and village’s water crisis. Not only did 
secondary school students and villagers suffer with inadequate, unsafe water, but they also and unknowingly further compromised their 
health by making unsafe, uninformed hygiene and sanitation decisions. Knowing that safe water was a necessity for the school and village, the 
school principal visited the Living Water team while they were working in a neighboring village and asked for help. Because of a generous 
donation given to honor the memory of Jack McAtee, Living Water had the means to accept the request and enter the village to secure safe 
water for both the school and community.   

The Lord blessed the team’s work and a 40-meter-deep well was drilled, developed, capped with an Afridev hand pump, and chlorinated. The 
community, excited to see safe water, but equally fearful of its loss, assembled a seven-person water committee to oversee the longevity of the 
improved water point. Afterwards, the Living Water team engaged beneficiaries from the school and village in life-saving hygiene and 
sanitation lessons and discussions so that they would have the knowledge and skills needed to keep their water safe from collection to 
consumption, to prevent the spread of disease in their community, and to keep their bodies free of sickness.  

While safe water and knowledge about safe hygiene and sanitation practices will transform health in the village, the team wanted the 
community and school to know about the “water” that provides eternal healing. To share this “water” with families, the team shared oral 
Bible stories and Scriptures, and they also worked alongside the local church to cultivate believers and pray with people who wanted to give 
their lives to Christ. However, what impacted the 449-family village and 414-student secondary school immeasurably was for them to learn 
that life was restored to their village to honor the life of another. Thank you, loved ones of Jack, for choosing to honor his memory by 
restoring life, love, and eternal hope for Kenya’s thirsty. Thank you for showing this village one of the Lord’s greatest commandments—love. 
“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you” (John 15:12, NIV). 

Project Details 
Product New 

Location of water point  Mbihi, Western, Kakamega South (Ikoloani), Kenya  

GPS Coordinates Latitude: 00 04.601 N Longitude: 034 42.137 E 

School 

Grade Levels Secondary  

Total number of Students Boys: 91 Girls: 323 

Latrine: Pupil Ratio 91:22 for boys and 323:18 for girls 

Construction 

Altitude 1759 m  
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Total depth drilled 40 m 

Static level 21 m 

Total depth of casing 40 m 

External Diameter of casing 100 mm 

Casing material PVC 

Screen Start: 8 m Stop: 4 m 

Pump Type Afridev 

Depth of cylinder 34 m 

Gravel Pack Yes 

Gravel Pack Depth 30 m 

Well yield 5 Liters/minute 

Sanitary seal depth from surface 1 m 

Shock Chlorination Yes 

Well  Platform  

Platform is concrete with reinforcing steel Yes 

Dimension of Platform (H*W*L) 1*2*6 

Drainage Channel or soak pit installed Yes 

Water Quality Results 

Water Purity Test LWI Test Kit 

Total Dissolved Solids 

(as per T.D.S meter) : 
54 

pH: 4.5 

Total Hardness: 0 Ppm 

Nitrate/Nitrites: 8 Ppm 

Bacteria Test Coliform Bacteria NOT detected (Colorless or Light Yellow 
color) 
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FOR LIFE
Hygiene Promotion 
While safe water can secure a foundation on which a community can thrive, safe water will only remain beneficial when its use is 
coupled with safe hygiene and sanitation behaviors. To engage participants, the team used the participatory, LWI Traditional Method, 
which gave beneficiaries an opportunity to practice the lessons and discussion topics while they learned. The team also encouraged 
learning and behavioral change by allowing the students to lead some of the lessons (Student Led Total Sanitation). The topics 
addressed were germs, latrine perception, handwashing, how to take proper care of the pump, and how to keep the water clean. The 
field staff shared, “The school was advised to keep the well site clean and secure. They were also told to keep their classrooms and 
dormitories clean since they now have enough water at the compound for cleaning. Handwashing was encouraged and emphasized for 
after latrine use and before meals.” The team used a specific lesson “Clean Hands Clean Hearts” to parallel the need for Jesus to 
“clean” our hearts just as we need soap and water to clean our hands. There were 250 beneficiaries who learned how to make safe 
hygiene decisions and how to teach others about safe hygiene and sanitation practices as well. 

Community Member Interview 
“This [new] water project has solved a long-term problem for the school,” shared the 46-year-old school principal, Bonface Amena. “The 
school and entire community appreciate Living Water and their sponsors for this great project! The students are very happy to fetch 
water for use in the compound. Thank you.”  

IN JESUS’ NAME 

Christian Witness
During the week, the Living Water team visited with families by going from house-to-house to share their personal testimonies and to 
talk with beneficiaries about the love Christ has for them. The team also invited the entire village to attend the well dedication 
ceremony where the Word of God was also shared. The team used oral Bible storytelling and Scriptures to communicate Christ’s love 
for each person in the village. The local church was also involved and worked alongside the team to encourage families to seek 
salvation in Christ.  

The church was also trained in basic orality methods so that the students and more community members can be reached with the 
Word of God. The field staff shared, “The church will provide counseling and guidance for the students to help cultivate good 
morals and virtues. The church is the sponsor of the school, and also works with Living Water to provide Christian witnessing 
throughout the village and the school.”  
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PHOTOS

The river where the secondary school and village collected water to support their daily water needs. 

Drilling commences in Mbihi village. 
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Secondary students celebrate safe water at the well site! 

A close-up picture of the plaque that was secured to the well base.
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“This [new] water project has solved a long-term problem for the school,” shared the 46-year-old school principal, Bonface Amena. 
“The school and entire community appreciate Living Water and their sponsors for this great project! The students are very happy to 
fetch water for use in the compound. Thank you.”  

A drill team member testing the hand pump.  
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Members of the water committee gather for a picture with the improved water point that they are committed to maintaining.  

Secondary school children gather at the drill rig to learn about safe hygiene and sanitation behaviors. During this time, the drill team 
members also wove in stories from the Bible using oral Bible storytelling.  
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A close-up picture of the plaque that reads John 16:33.

A picture of the plaque that was secured to the well base.
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